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any years ago, A Jew-
ish town received word
that the Russian army

was planning to requisition their
shul for use as its headquarters.
The members of the kehillah were
devastated; not only would they be
losing their mikdash me‘at, but a
place that had been designated for
kedusha would now be relegated
for mundane matters.

A meeting was called and all the
important members of the com-
munity gathered to discuss the ter-
rible decree.

"Let’s find out whom we can bribe
so that they will leave us alone and
choose an alternate location!" sug-
gested one.

"Let's write a
letter to  the
general explain-
ing the situation
to him," another
suggested.

"We don't have
anything to worry
about," insisted a
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the shul so desperately needed. When the Russian
general entered the renovated building a few weeks
later, he looked around and exclaimed, "this building is
totally unsuitable for our purposes. What a ridiculous
idea to take it over!" with that he
turned on his heels and left never
to return.

At a conference to discuss
the government's attempts to
interfere with the mitzvah of
Metzitzah b’peh, Harav Yisroel
Belsky zt'l shared this story and
said "if Metzitzah b'peh is under

third  community Dasthen will see that we attack, it is an indication that it's
member.  "Look ) not being performed with the
around!” The win- W value it 99 requisite diligence.”

dows are cracked,

and it's so drafty

in here. The ceiling leaks every time
it rains. Many of the pipes are rust-
ed through. We can be certain that
as soon as the army takes one look
at this place, they'll turn around
and leave."

As the men looked around, they
nodded their heads in agreement.
The man was right. The shul was
not very conducive to serving the
army'’s needs.

In the midst of all the commotion,
the Rav held up his hand and asked
for silence. "Rabbosai," he said, "I
finally understand why the Russians
want to take the building away
from us."

Eyebrows were raised in surprise.
What could the Rav possibly mean?

"Each one of us takes good care
of our homes. If something import-
ant breaks in our house we manage
to come up with the funds to fix it.
But sadly, we've neglected to prop-
erly care for our shul.

"It must be that we no longer
deserve to have our shul" asserted
the Rav, "so Hashem is allowing the
Russians to take it over. The first
thing we need to do is fix those
cracked windows, repair that leaky
ceiling, solder the broken pipes
and do whatever it takes to show
Hashem that our shul is important
to us and that we want it to remain
in our hands at all costs.”

Surprised but inspired, the com-
munity scraped together the funds
and finally made the repairs that

The best method of battling

this Gezayrah is by being extra

vigilant in this mitzvah so that Hashem will see that we

truly value it. Then with Hashem'’s help- together with
heartfelt tefilla- the threat will be removed.

It is our intent in publishing this booklet to

raise awareness about all the different aspects

of the Mitzvah of Mila. Which Chazal say in
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We hope that you will
enjoy all the content.
Iy’h based on the
feedback that we will
receive more booklets
will be published.

If you would like to contribute
any material, questions or topics

you would like to learn about-
(Sponsorships also available!)

To receive the booklet via email:
Please call/email-

R’ Azi Deutsch

Yourimohel@gmail. Com
052-765-9459

P.S.-Attention Mohalim- If you
would like to be involved in this
project please get in touch!
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The following question was brought in front of Harav Chaim Pinchas Schienberg Zt"l:

A goy is invited to partake in a Bris and he is considered "A righteous among the nations"- =on

O ML

They are asking if they are allowed to give him a Kibbud by the Bris? Does it matter which
Kibbud? Why would that matter?

Stay tuned to the next issue to find out the answer...



Will the 51atN:

(the Bris knife) be I8P before and
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If a Bris falls out

on a fast day:

Who does NOT have to fast?
Does it matter which fast it is?
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The Mitzvah of Bris mila

is the father’s Mitzvah:

If so, Who said he can appoint
a mohel to do it for him maybe
he should do the Bris himself
and if he doesn’'t know how

maybe he should learn how?
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A Nice YVort for a Brie
The Gemara in Shabbos (:T'7p) says that after the father
makes the Beracha of 1328 Bm1aN 52 10132 10225715,
the people present then say D32* 12 n*12% D12 ow>

Doaw Dwnd m9mS NS, The obvious question is why

specifically after a bris is performed that we wish upon this

child this beracha? Maybe at another point in his life we
should say this as well, like by his Bar Mitzvah- noi2xw ow>

A3Y TIN5 DIYA T2 ANEB 9w or maybe by his Upsherin-

when he starts to learn the torah? What is it about the bris

that Chazal decided this is the appropriate time for this
beracha to be made?

As well, one can ask why are these three things men-
tioned in contrast to other berachos that one can give at
such a time? (The 21728 which is quoted in the '© AP N*2
DM 17 0N 7177 2 /YD ADA gives an explanation to why this

specific order.)
The Beracha made
at the bris is 7N T2
Tor Wm0
T W W ahivn
o WY pim qemn
P72 NIND DO RSN
12Y BIp- We are refer-
ring to the bris that is on our physical body that we car-
ry around with us all the time. (See Gemara Menachos :it
about Dovid Hamelech rejoicing over the fact that he has

What o cn a Yame?

a mitzvah with him at all times- even in the bathouse).
We get this m*nm at the time of the bris. As the 1379D
(N2,17 PPWNA2) says 113773 1355 BN P-n0a NG 17T
AT2P2 PNIANT MR A2

There is a halacha,
that something 2w
sent with a goy, re-
quires a =73 oMn
(w2 1Y) omm It is well
known that the most
important thing in the entire world is a Jewish person. If so,
a Jew must have two MMM to be able to go out into the
world (where we are a major minority- 0.2% of the general
population). B'H by a bris, through the masseh bris we get
one 1M, but where is the second necessary 121m to
protect us when we go among the Goyim so not to be in-
fluenced by them?

If you look at the Bracha that we wish upon the 511371 77,
Look at the first letters of the beracha- 35 Do Dw>
D02 DWW 121 mN° D12Y 19 You will get the acronym
B N M, Therefore we are wishing upon the child, just like he
was brought into the first 21 through the bris, so too he
should be brought into the second 2 and he should be
protected against the influences of the world around him
Iva Bk A mnb B

{Based on MWwAT-prs M}
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By his bris they called him *aN and now he is very sick, the family is thinking about changing his name to om12aN?
NS D7MM3M TP W 1 answered- “Since we find an 871 called Y28, you can continue to call him 2.

3771 87D N9 N LY 2790 DD B 1Y

The wife of 5173 1772 177N, sister of 27273y 13 1w, Grandmother of DrIB.
NS 27N FMINT W 1 says that it is a w2 oW, even though her two sons died.
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Titanie & 4 Brio L.

lan is related through his grand-
mother to Leah Aks, one of the
706 survivors of the world’s most
famous maritime disaster.

At only 18, Leah wanted to cross
the Atlantic to join her husband
Sam, a tailor who had already set-
tled in the United States. She was
accompanied by her 10-month-old
son, Philip, who was better known
as Filly. "She originally came from
Warsaw, Poland and then came to
the UK,” says lan, 54, a chartered
surveyor from Stanmore.

“She travelled in steerage, third
class. She had originally planned
to travel on an earlier ship, but her
mother persuaded her to choose
the Titanic, because she thought it
was the safest ship around.”

That, of course, turned out to be
a tragic misconception. 107 years
ago, the pride and joy of the White
Star Line hit an iceberg, tearing a
massive hole along the side of the
vessel and causing five of the “wa-
tertight” compartments to flood.

In the early hours of April 15 1912,
at least 1,500 people lost their lives
in the icy waters of the Atlantic,
while more than 700 were saved.
lan's cousin was one of the lucky
ones. Leah managed to battle her
way through the terrified passen-
gers and found herself on deck.
According to some reports, Made-
leine Astor, the young wife of mil-
lionaire John Jacob Astor, covered
Filly's head with her silk scarf to
protect him from the cold night
air — an act which probably saved
his life.

“In the chaos as people tried to
reach the lifeboats, Philip was
torn from Leah's

arms,” says lan.

The baby was

tossed into a life-

boat, but Leah

did not know

this, and she was

thrown into an-

other lifeboat. It

is believed that a

pregnant ltalian

woman  named

Argene del Carlo

caught him and

wrapped him in a blanket.

“Leah was picked up by the RMS
Carpathia, one of the ships in-
volved in searching for survivors.
Filly was also picked up, but his
mother didn't know it. It was only

when she heard a baby crying on deck, that she recog-
nized him as her own son.
At this point, an argument broke out between Leah, the
real mother, and the Italian woman who claimed baby
Filly as her own.
The captain of the Car-
pathia, Arthur Rostron,
was called upon to act
as King Solomon in
this dilemma.
“Leah said the baby
was hers and she
could prove it. Fil-
ly, being Jewish, had
been circumcised -
something that would
not have been carried
out on an ltalian Cath-
olic baby. There was no disputing this, and happily, the
baby was returned to his rightful mother.”
Finally arriving in New York, Leah and Filly were taken
to a shelter run by the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
where they stayed until Sam could collect them.
Their story now takes another strange turn. Within a
year, Leah gave birth to another child, this time a girl.
Leah was so grateful to
have been saved by the
Carpathia that she decid-
ed to name her daughter
Sara Carpathia Aks.
The Catholic nuns who
ran the hospital where
Sara was born were
pleased to have Leah as a
patientl as they knew she Sam and his son "Fl“y, who
had survived the sinking —was returned to his true
of the Titanic. mother thanks to his bris.
However, there was some
confusion over registering Sara’s name, and she was giv-
en the middle name of Titanic by mistake — probably the
only person to ever be named after the doomed ship.
Leah eventually passed away in 1967, having lived the
rest of her life in the United States.
Filly, whose life had begun in such a dra-
matic fashion, died in 1991. Sara Titanic
Aks only found out about the mistake in
registering her birth when she applied
for a passport as an adult.
She was not happy about this and so, on
her death in 2001, her tombstone is in-
scribed with the name “Sara C Weinraub”
— C for Carpathia.
Today, the descendants of Leah and
Sam Aks live across the United States
and when lan crosses the Atlantic, he
often meets up with his cousins where
they remind themselves of the extraordinary story of
‘Uncle Filly'.
“It is an amazing story and I'm proud to have had a
relative who survived such a terrible event. People are
always fascinated to hear about Leah and how she was
able to identify her son, just because he'd had a bris.”
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This question has been asked before
and | validate the concerns. However,

| feel that the amount of the liquid ab-
sorbed into the gauze is so minute that
it has no alcoholic effect. It would be as
if one dropped two drops (literally) into
the baby’s mouth, but on a gauze pad
that is made to absorb liquids it seems
like a lot.

To confirm my answer, | asked my father
Dr. Deutsch a practicing U.S. Board
Certified Pediatrician for 35 years in
Flatbush, Lakewood, South Fallsburg in
the Catskills & Har Nof.

His reply: “There is absolutely no
problem WHATSOEVER in dipping the
pacifier or a non-saturated gauze pad
dipped into wine before, during or after
the bris.”

Please feel free to submit any questions or
concerns you have regarding a bris to be
answered by your mohel (& his father/Dr.) to:
yourTmohel@gmail.com.
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