Yellow Babics—

7here are two types of illness
that may cause a delay of the
bris: a systemic illness that af-
fects the entire body and localized
ailment that affects only a specific
part of the body.

If an infant contracts an illness,
such as fever, which affects the
entire body, he must be complete-
ly cured for seven full days (i.e.,
seven twenty-four periods) before
the bris may be performed. If, for
example, the child was pronounced
healthy at 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, the
bris may not take place any earli-
er than 3:00p.m. of the following
Tuesday.

However, an illness affecting a
specific part of the body needs no
waiting period

and the bris may

be performed “‘72! @ aﬂ@ﬂ modt woticealle

disease since it is only a matter of time and maturity un-
til the liver will begin to function as it should. When bili-
rubin is not processed properly it is deposited in the tis-
sues of the body and the skin takes on a yellowish tint- a
condition known as jaundice. It is
normal for a baby's bilirubin level
to be a bit high sometime after

promptly after full ) birth. Most newborns have some
recovery. whien the &%‘/ @2 yellowing of the skin, a high level
The most com- 4 W old, with the of bilirubin makes a baby's skin

mon cause for
delaying a bris is
a condition called
jaundice  (namy
o). This s
manifested by
the skin of the
child becoming a
shade of yellow
(See '® T Y
N yD 2o7). The
generally accepted opinion is that
as soon as the jaundiced condition
clears up the child can have a bris.
However, if the condition is serious
enough to warrant a blood transfu-
sion, the bris must wait a full seven
days from the time of recovery.
The following is a simplified ex-
planation of jaundice, and why it
affects the timing of a bris:

Every human body contains mil-
lions of red blood cells. These cells
have life-spans of approximately
120 days. After this period, the cells
are broken down in the body, and
form a substance called bilirubin.
The bilirubin travels through the
liver where it is processed, broken
down further and finally passed
through the stool and possibly
through the urine if exposed to
the sun. Therefore, to reduce the
bilirubin level the baby should be
fed and have regular stools to elim-
inate the bilirubin from the body.
The infant has had blood cells from
the fourth month of his concep-
tion, and these, too must be broken
down. Until birth, his mother's liver
has been doing this function for
him but after birth he must rely on
his own body. In a newborn, how-
ever, the liver is somewhat imma-
ture and often unready to function
properly in processing the excess
amount of bilirubin. This is not a

around 5 daye of age.
Moot of the time, it does

ot caude prollems and
goe¢ away within 2 weeko. 9 physiological, meaning that it is

and white of the eyes look yel-
low. It is often most noticeable
when the baby is 2 to 4 days
old, with the bilirubin peaking at
around 3 days of age. Most of the
time, it does not cause problems
and goes away within 2 weeks.
In an infant, jaundice is usually

a normal occurrence in the body.

(Physiologic jaundice generally
lasts less than seven days. The condition affects over half
of babies in the first week of life). While in an adult jaun-
dice is usually symptomatic of a pathological condition
which must be dealt with medically.
The bilirubin level [or count] indicates how much of
this substance is in the blood and will subsequently be
deposited in the tissues. If the level is high it is an indi-
cation that the child’s liver may not yet be functioning
adequately. Cases of jaundice vary and it is the doctor's
responsibility to give over the necessary medical in-
formation to the Mohel, who, in consultation with the
doctor and a competent Rav, will make the decision to-
gether as to when the child may have a bris.

{ADAPTED FROM RABBI PAYSACH J. KROHN'S BOOK
ON BRIS Milah-ARTSCROLL}

I have thoroughly reviewed the above material and
find it to be accurate and informative.

Stuart Shimon Deutsch, M.D. FAAP (Israeli licensed
pediatric specialist and U.S. Board certified pedia-
trician since 1987 practicing now in Lakewood and
during the summer in South Fallsburg.)
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Thank YOU!

B'H, we received
amazing positive
feedback. Iy’h we will
continue to try to
publish this booklet
on a monthly basis.
If you have questions,
comments or topics related
to bris milah that YOU want
to learn about and if you
would like to recieve the

booklet through email,
please call/email-

R’ Azi Deutsch
Yourimohel@gmail. com
052-765-9459
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The following question was asked to Harav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach Zatzal:

A family had a beautiful baby boy. They wanted to call their brand new baby by the bris, the name 03 after a beloved

grandfather who had recently passed away. A real tzaddik of a man. However, a day before the bris their next-door neigh-

bor lost their child in a terrible terrible accident 51" whose name was also 1137, The parents didn't know what to do- In
light of the recent events, should they continue with the plan to call their son by the name of their beloved grandfather?

Answer from last months issue- What's The Halacha?

A goy is invited to partake in a bris and he is considered "A righteous among the nations- B9 N3N 70"

Stay tuned for the next issue to find out the answer...

They are asking if they are allowed to give him a Kibbud by the bris? Does it matter which Kibbud? Why would it matter?
Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg Z"l Answered:
Maybe you can give him """ because of D15 *577, and it seems that it's not even "N7 to give him Kvatter.
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One of the cases that the Shulchan Aruch (7 'vD 82&'D N) says that

are not performed on Shabbos is 57 T3, The Sefer mow [

(13 TMY) discusses the rarity of a child being born completely 7.

It seems that in last few generations this has not occurred. In the sefer

5w MIN (7 307) he writes- p1 135 91 7513 e HH0 1upmw 85 a7
7 9 7211 N D T NDY DIBONS 1910 Y T

The =13 %338 (1 NN 792 97 7"w,) writes that he asked many mohalim

and it never happened to them. However, in the sefer pris® Tm2 it says

that in the year 1730 (1735) & 2"yn (1713) that it did happen and the

rabbanim were maskim to do only a hatafas dam and make a beracha
like the minhag of the city Ferrara, Italy.

The author of M5 19 says that he spoke to the ™M FmmwaT S

The origin of the word Kvatter is unclear. Here are two possible sources
that have been proposed:

A) The tradition is; those involved in the Bris are likened to the Kohen
who performed the N™wp (incense-burning) in the Beis Hamikdash.
The Gemara in Kreisos describes the nmwp as w1 2w (burning
and ascending to heaven.) Perhaps, over a period of time, the Hebrew
word 2 [which was printed without M) was misread as 1 211 p
with an additional Vav () resulting in the term Kvatter.
(719 ;DYDY A )

B) The word Kvatter is actually a combination of two words, one in He-

brew and one in Yiddish: 1122 [Kavod], honor and =2 [tir], door. This

is a reference to one who is given the honor at the door, from where

he brings the child into the room where the bris will be taking place.
(5117 5182 N2M)

N Tpm b and only once in all his years of being a mohel about thirty years ago he had such a case. (See the above mentioned sefer in
note 106 for what he heard from Rav Yisroel Belsky Z'L about the topic.) Nevertheless, in Chazal there is a list of individuals who were born bya.
The listis as follows- 3198 ,5223191 7191890 M1, SNvaw M SRV, 2pY 2w M, MRS RN, However, if you look further into the material it is not so simple.

Here are some clues: B D990 29 M ©771 ;71,3 AN M3 NN ;1,837 89937 51,79 730 NNl

A Nice Vort for a Bris
In the Nusach that we say in the berachos
by a bris is "M 53 jupm ML this be-
racha to the child seems a bit strange.

It is almost stating the obvious, the natural

course of development is that the child who

is now small will grow to be big. If so, what is
the meaning of this beracha to the child? If it
was referring to a certain area that the child
should become great in then it should specify
Lmashal, "m0 5y M INa 1pT A A te-
filla that many parents have for their children
(See Mishna Ber-
ura ™ p'D "D D
TR TR S
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N e Y
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7.2 M) Another question, is that this te-

filla can be said all the while the child remains

ajup, if so why is it so imperative to give the
child a bracha now after he has a had a bris?

The passuk says in Bereishis (1"1,N)
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What s cnw a Yame?

"Hashem made the two great lights, the greater
light to dominate the day and the lesser light to
dominate the night, and the stars."

Rashi quotes the 5”1 that originally the sun
and moon were created equal. However, the
moon came to 'I1 with the complaint that two
kings cannot share one crown. 71 then com-
manded the moon to minimize itself, and then
there was a profound difference between the
sun and the moon.

The sun is not only much larger than the moon
but, additionally, it generates its own light. The
moon is only a reflection of the light of the sun.
Maybe we can suggest that through this pasuk
we may gain understanding into the bracha
given at every Jewish child’s Bris. We say at a
Bris Milah, "jopm v [this young child] "3
711 [will mature into greatness]. There is an
explaination that Katan [child] represents one
who is concerned only about himself and his
own needs, whereas Gadol [greatness] rep-
resents one who is concerned about his fellow
man and the needs of others. We express our
hope and prayer that this helpless and de-
pendent infant who can think only of his own
needs will one day grow up and mature into
one who is able to be concerned with and will
help provide for the needs of others.

However, maybe we can suggest another
beautiful insight into this bracha , in this pa-
suk in Bere-
ishis provides
us with the
Torah’s  defi-
nition of the
words “Gadol"
and "Katan".
The sun is
called Gadol
[great] be-
cause it generates its own light. The moon is
called Katan [minor] because it does not gen-
erate its own light. It only reflects the light of
the sun. We express the prayer specifically at
a Bris Milah that "this katan will develop into
a Gadol." Every child starts out and for a large
portion of a his life remains a Katan, a reflec-
tion of the parents. A child is influenced and
guided by his parents. He reflects the light
generated by those who brought him into the
world and those who raise him. The bracha is
that the child should grow from being a Katan
and take this light and generate there with his
own power and illumination.
031512 1135 Daoaw o 770 59 (==l
00310 DWYM A9 7NN
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N7 mnm 1912 says it's a "wd Ow. The name is brought in the Beis Shmuel, and the Tiv Gittin (8 MN) says that we found
many good people named Ben Tzion (However, "Tzion" alone is not common). See Gemara Kiddushin- (:NY), even though in that
gemara they are referred to as 771 *%2, still, there are o> called by that name.

The Chida writes (X 1IN 1AM 39D /2 /P ©o5173 'y 0991730 o) that he saw that a 2YTp wrote in his */N3 in the name of the bW
(which we do not have) someone who has a son who was niftar, should call his next son 13 12 and he will live 2.
NS AT e 192 was asked according to this does this apply to a girls as well, to call the next daughter 13 N2?

His answer- 12 ooama e,

{In the sefer 11w By 2", it says that a child was born with a severe defect that the doctors feared that there is a very small
chance that she will survive. The Stiepler Z'L suggested to call her Bat Tzion as a segulah for her to live.
There is also a story with the Chazon Ish that he suggested the name Bat Tzion to someone whose child was born in Eretz Yisroel to
remind the father to come back from Chutz Laaretz- | PERSONALLY AUTHENTICATED THIS STORY!}

{29 D AN
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Yoar Motiel answens,
First of all, let me reassure you
that you are not the first one to
ask such a question. It is fairly
common not to be able to stand
the sight of blood (Researchers
estimate that between 3 and 4
percent of the population ex-
perience extreme fear of seeing
blood, or getting tests and shots
where blood may be involved
called Hemophobia) especially
your own child’s. That being
said, the ideas that you suggest-
ed are perfect. You do not have
to witness the actual bris being
taken place. You must appoint
the mohel as your shliach to do
the masseh milah and you must
make the Bracha of 1%
AP2N DN S a3 | feel as
a mohel, that whatever makes
you more comfortable and
makes the simcha a more calm
one is what you should do. We
want the simcha to be enjoyed
by everyone baby, mother AND
father.
Your Wole,

R 3¢ Deutock
To submit questions or concerns
to your mohel Email:
yourTmohel@gmail.com
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It was Stalinist Russia. The sudden banging on the
door made the occupants blood run cold. The knock-
ing was getting louder. They were about to sneak out
the back exit when the older of the two suggested that
the younger one stay behind. It was better to wait a few
minutes before opening the door.
The banging continued even more vigorously. “Who's
there?” the youngster called out, but the stranger re-
fused to identify himself. The youth flung open the door.
Standing there was a high-ranking officer of the KGB.
“Is this where the Shochet lives?” the officer demanded.
"Shochet?" he replied. “There’s no one here by the name
of Shochet.” The officer
gave him a penetrating
look and said, “Then per-
haps there’s someone
here who cuts children?”

“No,” he said in the

most confident tone he

could muster.

For a moment the stranger
said nothing. Then he whispered in the boy’s ear: “Don’t
deny it. | know that the man who cuts children lives
here!” The youth was shocked, for the man had uttered
these words in Yiddish!

“I am a Jew. Seven days ago my wife gave birth to a
baby boy, and | want very much for him to be entered
into the covenant of Abraham. My wife is very much
opposed to the idea. Tomorrow at exactly nine in the
morning she will be leaving the house. | am begging
you to come to my
house tomorrow
and bring the Mo-
hel. The baby will
be in one of the
front rooms.”

The officer told the
astounded young-
ster his address
and hurried away.
“Remember,”  he
said pleadingly, “Tomorrow is the eighth day of my son’s
life. I implore you to do me this favor.”

Reb Eizik was the only Mohel in the entire city, and Yaa-
kov, a boy with no living relatives in the world, had been
taken in to live with the Mohel and accompanied him on
his holy and very dangerous rounds.

The officer left. Was it a trap? Yaakov was convinced
that it was a clever ruse cooked up to catch Reb Eizik
red-handed. When Reb Eizik came home, Yaakov filled
him in on everything. The Chassid thought for several
minutes, the deep wrinkles that lined his forehead testi-
fying to his inner conflict and turmoil. He had reached a
decision: "“Tomorrow morning we will go to the officer's
house and give his son a bris of Avraham Avinu."

The following day, Reb Eizik and Yaakov arose at dawn
and recited their prayers. Then they set out in the direc-
tion of the river. On the way, the Chassid explained that
he was almost certain that this was, indeed, a trap. He
therefore wished to immerse himself in a mikvah before
they continued. “If this is to be our last day on earth, at
least we will die in a state of ritual purity,” he declared.
The officer's house was located on one of the finest
streets in the city, which only served to confirm their
suspicions. The neighborhood was inhabited by the
highest ranking members of the KGB and their families.
But the two Jews stuck to their decision. Reb Eizik and

[30 cTe. opaEun
Hutu3zoea llcT.
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Yaakov secreted themselves in a hiding place
across from the officer's house. Seconds later
they saw a woman dressed in the latest fashion
exit the building and proceed down the block.
Together they strode across the street.

Reb Eizik knocked on the massive door. An older
woman opened the door and motioned for them
to enter. In the corner of the room was a beau-
tiful crib, inside which a tiny baby was sleeping
peacefully. They ran over and picked up the child,
whereupon a small white envelope fell out.
Inside the envelope was a letter from the baby's
father, apologizing for his not being able to be
present at his son’s Bris and asking that they give
the baby a Jewish name. The rest of the letter was
an emotional statement of his thanks and appre-
ciation for the great mitzvah they were doing,
without their even knowing who he was.

Reb Eizik quickly and deftly performed the bris,
while Yaakov acted as Sandek. They were about
to leave when the woman who had opened the
door suddenly appeared and motioned for them
to stay put. Yaakov was terrified. Seconds later,
however, the woman brought out a brand-new
frying pan, and handed them a dozen eggs! A
veritable fortune! She invited them to make
themselves omelets. The young boy was so mal-
nourished, so starved, that the eggs
went down with no effort at all.
After they finished eating and were
about to leave, the woman present-
ed them with a huge sack of bread,
another gift from the Russian offi-
cer. Such a quantity of bread was
something the average citizen could
only dream of, but how could they
walk down the street carrying the
bag. Surely, they would attract the
attention of the ever-watchful police. The woman
suddenly understood why the two Jews hesitated
to accept the priceless gift. She opened a drawer,
ripped off a wad of coupons from a booklet and
handed them over.

Many months later Yaakov was walking down
the street when the same Russian officer stopped
him. “I must thank you again, from the bottom
of my heart. | have one more request to make of
you. Whenever you make a Bris, you should tell
my story. Let everyone know that even in Soviet
Russia, there are still Jews who have a warm spot
in their hearts for Judaism.”

This request led to a tradition in Yaakov's family.
When he is honored with being the Sandek, in
commemoration of the role he played in that Bris
so very long ago, he relates the story of the Rus-
sian officer, from beginning to end, with great
enthusiasm and fervor at the bris.

W %M, R’ Azi Deutsch

yourTmohel@gmail.com
052-765-9459

Pediatrician
Approved



